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Our Family

by

Heinz and Thea Ruth Skyte, née Ephraim

ALFRED EPHRAIM (1884 - 1963)

My father Alfred Ephraim was born in Berlin on Siictober 1884.
BIRTH CERTIFICATE
No. 2843

Berlin, the 9th October 1884
The Merchant Julius Ephraim, identified by his Bi@ertificate, resident in Berlin, Grosse Frank-
furterstrasse 62, of the mosaic religon, appearéayt before the undersigned Registrar and notified
that on the 5th October 1884 at 4.45 a.m. at histagent his wife Rosalie Ephraim née Levy, of
the mosaic religion, resident with him in Berlimchgiven birth to a male child, who had received
the first name of Alfred.
Read approved and signed Julius Ephraim

The Registrar p.p. v. Hallerstein

It is certified that the above extract is the exaotding of the Main Birth Register of the Registry
Berlin VII 9

Berlin the 17th January 1921 The Registrar Wenzel

After his formal education at a Realschule (Secon&ahool) Alfred entered a commercial appren-
ticeship as warehouseman, clerk and commerciatiteavfor a firm of linen manufacturers.

During World War | Alfred volunteered for militargervice. In 1915 he was with the 1st Rein-
forcement section of the Hirschberg Rifle Battaliand later served at the front in France and
Flanders. He was awarded the "Iron Cross" secoassclAfter spending some time in military
hospitals he returned to the front as a telephafiah Infantry Battalion.
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Self portrait of Alfred Ephraim as soldier of the 1st Reinforcement Section Rifle Battallion No 5, 18

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Alfred enjoyed drawing and during the war illustditmost of his postcards home with pencil
sketches.

After the end of the war Alfred left the army wardaworked as correspondent for théeritral-
nachweiseamt fuer Kriegsverluste und Kriegsgraeber” (Central War Casualties and War Graves
Commission) until the end of 1923.

On 23rd February 1921 Alfred married Rosa Marthaemg, daughter of Albert and Johanna
Koenig, born in Pillkallen, East Prussia on 29thutay 1891. She was a Protestant by birth. In
1920, however, she left the Evangelical Churchdovert to Judaism. She received Jewish reli-
gious instructions from Rabbi Dr. L.Pick and liveat a time with a Jewish family, to learn reli-
gious customs etc. After all the necessary prejpaagtaind taking the ritual bath, she was accepted
into the Jewish Community on 21st February 19210 Days later on 23rd February 1921 Martha
and Alfred Ephraim were married.

Marriage Certificate of Alfred and Martha Ephraim
Registry Berlin 11.

Register No 159

Valid only for the purpose of the Marriage Ceremony

(page 82 of the law of 6.February 1875)



MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE

The Marriage between the Merchant Alfred Ephraiesident in Charlottenburg, and the Dress-
maker Rosa Martha Koenig, resident in Berlin, tptdce today before the undersigned Registrar.

The Registrar

Note: The law regarding the documentation of peakatate and marriage of 6.2.1875 states in
paragraph 82: "The religious obligations with rehjeo Baptism and Wedding are not touched by

this law."

Their Jewish wedding ceremony was conducted by RablMalvin Warschauer, the Rabbi of the

"Neue Synagogue" Oranienburgerstrasse.

Jewish Marriage Certificate of Alfred and MarthahiEgm:
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Translation:

After their previous Registry Office Wedding Mr.fAdd Ephraim and his wife Mrs Rosa Martha
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(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

CERTIFICATE

Mirjam nee Koenig were married by me to-day.

Berlin, the 23rd February 1921

Stamp: Dr M. Warschauer, Rabbi of the Jewish ComiypBerlin.



signed Dr M. Warschauer, Rabbi

Martha and Alfred set up home with Martha's parehlisert and Johanna Koenig, in a second floor
apartment at Gartenstrasse 9, where Martha haceatablished a small sewing workshop in 1913,
some years before her marriage.

Martha and Alfred had one daughter: Thea Ruth Bphrdaorn 21 April 1923 in Berlin.

Martha, Thea and Alfred Ephraim, 1926

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

In 1924, after leaving theZeéntralnachweiseamt fuer Kriegsverluste und Kriegsgraeber”, Alfred
took over the workshop. He expanded it by addingessd specialities, such as pleating,
buttonholing, button making, interlocking etc. Mt and Alfred took shop premises at
Gartenstrasse 26 where, apart from the workroosy #iso established a retail business selling
linen, haberdashery and drapery. They also movebeio own apartment at Blankenfelderstrasse
27, not far from the well-knowMAlexanderplatz'.

Hitler came to power on 30th January 1933 and patsms of Jews soon started. Further expan-
sion planned for the family business in larger ps&s on the main street opposite the busy Stet-
tiner Bahnhof became impossible. The family evditusad to give up their apartment and moved
into one room behind the shop in Gartenstrasse.

In 1935 Alfred had received th&Hrenkreuz fuer Frontkaempfer”, a medal for soldiers, who had
served at the front during World War 1914/18 fouhdy the German President, Fieldmarshall
General von Hindenburg. It was given "In the narhthe Fuehrer and Chancellor". In view of the
ever increasing persecution Alfred refused to act®p, as did many other Jews, and returned it
together with his Iron Cross, the distinction he baen awarded in the war.



am Namen des Fiihrers und Reichshanslers

Ml Faulmann
e Alfred Ep'hraimnm

in Ba -yl in
ift auf Grund der Verordnung vom 13, Juli 1934 sur Erinnerung an
den Welthrieg 1914/1918 das von dem Reidyspriifidenten Generalfeld-
marjdall von Hindenburg aeftiftete

Ghrenhreus fiir Fronthimpfer
perlichen morden.

e Berlin. bdem 25. Februar 193 5.
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Certificate for the "Ehrenkreuz fuer Frontkaempfer”, 1935

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Alfred had been a member of thBefufskrankenkasse der Kaufmannsgehilfen", a private health
insurance, since 1902 which also included his WMitgtha and daughter Thea from April 1923 on-
wards. In a letter dated 23 August 1939 he wasnméd by the health insurance that he and his
family had been expelled as from 31 May 1939 andew® longer eligible to health care under
this.

Hamburg 23.8.39

We are informing you herewith that your membersifipur health insurance which was necessary
for reasons of your occupation, according to paalgiC No 5a of regulations of our insurance, has
been cancelled as from 31.5.1939. Your claims onr@urance, as well as the extension cover of
your family has been cancelled as from that date.

On the night of 9/10 November 1938, theeithskristallnacht”, when synagogues were burned,
Jewish premises damaged, ransacked and lootedhd/iand Afred's shop, together with all others
owned by Jews, was daubed with swastikas and wisdeere broken. After that Alfred and
Martha were no longer permitted to carry on theisibess. Their daughter Thea was forced to
leave school and, at the age of fifteen years, et@d to England on 16th January 1939 on a
"Kindertransport".

Martha, as well as Thea, constantly carried a decurstating that they were members of the Jew-
ish Community, as Alfred had been stopped in theestand been accused of associating wAity-"
ans'.

Martha and Alfred desperately tried to find some/whemigrating. Only women under the age of
45 years were then still able to get work pernotenter Britain as domestic servants. All others



had to prove that they would be able to emigrateth@r countries and had to find sponsors, who
would guarantee their upkeep until such time, witiety would be able to leave Britain again. Mar-
tha and Alfred were unable to find such a sponsguarantor.

It was decided that Martha should come to Englamdafvisit to see her daughter and possibly try
personally to find a job. She received a Britiskd/on 23rd August 1939, but war broke out before
she could leave. Had Martha, however, been aldlatee Germany at that time, it is almost certain,
that Alfred would not have survived.

Martha's visa for Great Britain, August 1939

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Persecution increased constantly. Much pressurepwasn "non-Jewish" partners to leave their

husbands and apply for a divorce. Martha, howesteadfastly held to her adopted religion and
remained a member of the Jewish community of BeMartha and Alfred had to surrender their

radio. Jews were not allowed to use any publiclifeed, such as telephones etc. or to use public
transport. They had to observe a strict curfew.

Alfred, as all male Jews, had had to take the ahdit name of "Israel" and had to carry a special
identity card with the letter J for "Jew" on it:



(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

He was forced to wear the yellow star with the walate" written in black:

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Jews were issued with special household certificatarked with "J", which had to be presented
before new ration cards were issued, allowing tloahy reduced rations. Shopping was limited to
one hour a day, between 4 and 5 p.m. In Septentst dations were still further restricted. Jews
no longer received ration cards for meat, milkaoggtes, clothing or white bread.

The special Ration Cards for vegetables and gresenarked with the letter "J" or overprinted with
multiples of"Jude"™:



(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Some are stampedirigueltig” (invalid), meaning Jews were not entitled to thedens. Neither
were Jews entitled to register for certain item$oof, such as coffee and products containing co-
coa. Alfred was fined for having registered forgbe

The Mayor of the District Mitte of Berlin, Capitaf the German Reich

Ministry of Food, Berlin Stralauer Strasse, 2nd M&y 1

DECISION OF FINE

You have registered with a retail distributor fbe tsupply of Coffee and received Cocoa products,
although you, as a Jew, were not entitled to these.

Proof:

1. Your confession 31.10.1940

2. Your Berlin Ration Document

Your conduct is an offence against consumer reiguisiof 6.4.1940

Mr Alfred Israel Ephraim, Berlin N4, Gartenstragte

By Recorded Delivery

Because of this misconduct | order you to pay a 6h RM 60. The fine in addition to the under-
mentioned costs is to be paid within one week to WWeome and Expenditure Section D, Post 4, at
the Municipal Pay Office Mitte, quoting the abowdarence. In accordance with paragraph....you

can appeal in writing to the Ministry of Food forwding by the Court within one week of receipt of
this decision. The time limit is also satisfied tgceipt of application by the District Court. The



Court action is subject to costs. Failure to payfthe and costs within the time limit will resut
coercive proceedings being instituted.

Stamp

Signatures

Certified: Signatures

Costs:

1. Fee for the issue of Decision of fine RM 3.--

2. Expenses: cost of delivery of official notificat RM 0.46

RM 3.46

As most male Jews, Alfred was forced to work aglelrer in an armament factory. In 1942, as a
result of an accident whilst working on an old uagled machine, he lost two fingers and part of a
third. He was to suffer through this injury for thest of his life. After the accident, no longerfér

that particular work, he was forced to work as #dwey transport labourer at the Goerlitzer
Bahnhof, one of the railway stations in Berlin. dmable him to get there, he was issued with a spe-
cial permit, allowing him to use the tram or undergd for this journey.

5. Police District

POLICE PERMIT

This permit is only valid in connection with an fdidy Card with photograph.

Only valid within Berlin

The Jew Alfred Israel Ephraim, Labourer, born 51884 in Berlin, resident at N 4, Gartenstrasse

26, Nationality - German, Identification - Identi@ard, is hereby given permission to repeated use
trams or the underground between Berlin N 4 andri@zer Station and back between 2.6.44 and

1.6.45

Stamp

Signature

Chief Constable in Berlin

This Police Permit is not valid as a Travel Pass



From 1941 onwards Jews started being deported Berin, but partners of mixed marriages were
for some time excluded from deportation. Great sues was put on the non-Jewish partners to
separate and apply for divorce. Any such action avasrtain death sentence for the Jewish partner
of the marriage.

"FABRIKAKTION"

On 27 February 1943 the so-calldehbrikaktion" took place. Most Jews still remaining in Berlin,
practically all doing forced labour in armamenttéaes, were collected from their places of work,
and deported to Auschwitz. For some reason or gtagners of mixed marriages, Alfred amongst
them, were, however, taken to a collection campupetit Rosenstrasse 2/4, formerly one of the
administration buildings of the Social Servicestlué Jewish Community of Berlin. Spontaneous
demonstrations started the following morning, wkewes had discovered their husbands where-
abouts. Several hundred wives, Martha amongst thenstantly protested outside for over a week,
shouting Gebt unsere Maenner frei!" (Release our husbands), until the men were finallyased.
Alfred was released on 8th March 1943. These detraiims by the so-calleétAryan” partners of
mixed marriages extending for over a week must @lone of the few public acts of resistance
against the Nazis, which moreover was successfuhat it achieved the release of most of those
arrested.

Memorial at Rosenstrasse 2/4 remembering the "Fabkiaktion"

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Martha was also doing forced labour as a machimsestly sewing uniforms. In 1944, on an order
under the Vierjahresplan” (a law of 1939), she was ordered to report td atibther workshop,
where she was to work as an "unskilled apprentcethe day shift from 6.45 a.m. to 5.20 p.m.

On 20 June 1944 Alfred was again arrested andurgltd25 August 1944 in a camp in Schulstrasse
in Berlin, probably a building belonging to theroer Synagogue Schulstrasse.

During attacks on Berlin towards the end of the warl May 1945, Martha was hit by shrapnel,
which caused a wound on her cheek and a brokerHappily both Alfred and Martha survived the
Hitler persecution and the war.

In 1946, in support of Martha and Alfred's applicatto be recognised as "Victims of Fascism”, the
Social Welfare Department of the Jewish CommumitBerlin certified that both Alfred and Mar-



tha were members of the Jewish Community of Beahd that during the war both had held the
Jewish Household Certificate. They also certifiledt tAlfred had worn the Yellow Star. Both were
recognised asOpfer des Faschismus' (Victims of Fascism). According to a decision loé tCouncil

of 3 December 1945 this entitled Alfred to be teelafior tax purposes like people with a 50% reduc-
tion in earning capacity on income attained aft€ciober 1945.

District Office Mitte of Greater Berlin

Department of Social Service

Office "Victims of Fascism"Berlin 28.February 1949

Certificate

Valid only for production at Food Ration Officesyalid for other purposes.

According to instructions of the Berlin City CouhdHead Office "Victims of Fascism" it is certi-
fied:

Mrs Martha Ephraim N 54 Lothringerstrasse 80 hasutph persecution in the Nazi period suffered
in health and therefore comes under the ordereoAthed Command of 29.September 1945.

I, Thea their daughter, who had in the meantimeigtin England, wanted my parents to come to
settle there. It was very difficult to get work pets in England. Martha and Alfred were also very
anxious to re-establish themselves and felt thegt tere not yet ready to make such a move.

Having been forced to close their business in 1838 having lost all their machinery, they were
eventually given the chance of picking up the ttseaf their lives, when they were allocated shop
premises and machinery at Lothringerstrasse 86€r(\&filhelm Pieckstrasse 62) and also an apart-
ment on the second floor of the same house. Thep $iild up a business and a home again. They
wanted their daughter and son-in-law to return &n@ny, but the latter felt unable to undertake
such a move. A return to Germany for them was bthiequestion.

In 1950 Martha suffered a slight stroke from whatie partially recovered, but which left her with a
weakness of her right hand. Afred and Martha spewéral holidays in England. They eventually
gave up their business and retired. Martha's phalsmndition deteriorated more and more, though
together they managed to cope and look after thHeese

At the beginning of 1963 Alfred became ill and,eafa short period in hospital, died in Berlin on
8th February 1963.



DEATH CERTIFICATE
Alfred Ephraim
Registry Berlin-Mitte No 380/1963

Alfred Ephraim, resident Berlin, Wilhelm Pieckstsas62, died on the 8th February 1963 at 12.20
in Berlin.

The deceased was born on 5th October 1884 in Berlin
The deaceased was married to Martha Ephraim negKon
Berlin, the 12th February 1963 Chief Registrar

Birth of the deceased:

Registry: Authentication not proven.

Martha survived her husband, but was physically medtally very frail and was no longer able to

live on her own and look after herself. In viewlar medical condition her doctor considered a
move to England was no longer possible. At the@reebruary 1963 Martha entered the Old Age
Home of the East-Berlin Jewish Community in Niedamenhausen. She was eventually moved
from there to a Home for Incurables, where she die@0th May 1965.

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
DEATH CERTIFICATE
Registry Berlin-Pankow No 682/1965
Martha Rosa Ephraim nee Koenig resident Berlin-Béamtburg Nursing Home died on 30.May
1965 at 11 o'clock in Berlin-Blankenburg. The dessbwas born on 29. January 1891 in Pillkallen.
The deceased was widowed.

Berlin-Pankow, the 31.May 1965

Chief Registrar

Both Alfred and Martha Ephraim are buried on th@igk Cemetery in Berlin Weissensee.



Grave of Alfred and Martha Ephraim (Z1 - 4 113967 /114094), 1990

(photo: Heinz & Thea Skyte)

Note: The name on the Death Certificate and theripison on the tomb stone are incorrect. Al-
though Martha Ephraim was always known as Martlea,dctual name was Rosa Martha and not
Martha Rosa.
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